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Revision of EN 16726 – Quality of Gas – Group H
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Public enquiry: 2023-12-21 – 2024-03-14
   

Comments received: approx. 650
10 sessions of comments treatment: April 24 until September 24
   

• Formal vote: 2025-06-19: 100% approval
   

Content work in five working groups: Dec. 2021 – Aug. 2023
Enquiry draft in August 2023
   

• Publication: 2025-09-10:
   

Responsible: CEN TC 234 / WG 11 „Gas Quality“



Revision of EN 16726 – Quality of Gas – Group H
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Major changes:

• Wobbe-Index

• Hydrogen

• Relative density

• Oxygen

• Methane number



Revision of EN 16726 – Hydrogen / relative Density
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• In alignment with European Gas package
• Directive (EU) 2024/1788 
• Regulation (EU) 2024/1789 

• Facilitating the introduction of (green) hydrogen into the market.



Revision of EN 16726 – Oxygen
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• Facilitating the market 
ramp up of renewable 
gases

• Oxygen removal from 
biogas is cost expensive

• Higher limiting values for 
oxygen incentivise 
biomethane injection

• Assessment process to 
clarify details in case of 
possible issues.



Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index
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• Introduction of Wobbe-Index originated in Mandate M/400 (2007)

• Specifications for both 
• Entry-Points
• Exit-Points

• Class Specified
• Class Extended

• Concept for Wobbe can only be applied if accompanying rules / 
legislation is in place (e.g. NC Int, MS regulation)



Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Entry
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Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Exit
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• Downstream Sector / End users shall be informed about the assignation.

• No further action to be taken.



Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Exit
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Regulatory framework needed
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❖ CEN TC 234 / WG11

▪ Emphasizes the strong need for a regulatory framework to support the applicability of EN 16726.

▪ Is ready to deliver further normative input, if appropiate.

▪ Stakeholders along whole value chain are committed to contribute to the elaboration of solutions.

❖ Madrid-Forum 2025

The Forum welcomes the imminent completion of the work of CEN to develop common standards under the so-
called European standard EN 16726 "Gas infrastructure - Gas Quality - Group H" and highlights the importance of 
this work for the removal of any barriers to the free flow of natural gas in the internal energy market.

The Forum invites the Commission to consider carrying out a public consultation, or designating ACER to carry out 
such consultation, for the purpose of identifying the exact need, timing and scope of a potential amendment of the 
Interoperability Network Code.

❖ CEN TC 234 / WG11

▪ works in close coordination with ACER, DG ENER and the NRAs to initiate the regulatory process

▪ The next workshop on this topic will take place in November.



New work in preparation, resulting from EN 16726 process
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❖ Technical Report on rate of change (ROC) of gas quality parameters

▪ Focus mainly on Wobbe-Index

▪ Importance of RoC acknowledges but not yet completed in EN 16726

❖ Technical Report on Oxygen

▪ Supporting the assessment process stipulated in the standard

▪ Regulatory framework Wobbe could also support oxygen assessment

➢ Start of work in CEN TC 234/WG11 back in June 2025



Contact

Hiltrud Schülken, 

CEN/TC 234 Gas infrastructure

Secretary

hiltrud.schuelken@dvgw.de

Tobias van Almsick

CEN/TC 234 WG 11 Gas quality

Convenor

tobias.vanalmsick@oge.net 

 Fenja Severing

CEN/TC 234 WG 11 Gas quality

Secretary

fenja.severing@dvgw.de

 

mailto:hiltrud.schuelken@dvgw.de
mailto:tobias.vanalmsick@oge.net

	Slide 1:  The newly revised European H-Gas Standard  EN 16726:2025
	Slide 2: Revision of EN 16726 – Quality of Gas – Group H
	Slide 3: Revision of EN 16726 – Quality of Gas – Group H
	Slide 4: Revision of EN 16726 – Hydrogen / relative Density
	Slide 5: Revision of EN 16726 – Oxygen
	Slide 6: Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index
	Slide 7: Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Entry
	Slide 8: Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Exit
	Slide 9: Revision of EN 16726 – Wobbe-Index - Exit
	Slide 10: Regulatory framework needed
	Slide 11: New work in preparation, resulting from EN 16726 process
	Slide 12: Contact

