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Press Release 

 

ACER and ENTSOG consult on the FUNC issue: how to ensure 

greater flexibility to book firm capacity at interconnection points 
 

(Brussels, 1 July 2022, PR0265-22) The EU Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators 

(ACER) and the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Gas (ENTSOG) have 

discussed how to ensure greater flexibility to book firm capacity at interconnection points in an 

online workshop held on 27 June 2022. The discussion is also known as FUNC issue (ID 01/2020). 

 

What is the FUNC issue? 

 

The FUNC issue was reported by the European Federation of Energy Traders (EFET), which has 

proposed to make firm IP capacity more readily available to shippers by enabling Transmission 

System Operators (TSOs) to offer it for sale in uniform price allocation (UPA) auctions (outside the 

auction timetable dates envisaged by the Network Code on Capacity Allocation Mechanisms). 

 

What’s the way forward? 

 

Several solutions to enable a more flexible capacity allocation process, as well as the urgency of 

facilitating this process, were debated at the workshop. To learn more, access the recording and 

the slides presented at the event. 

 

To further inform its decision-making process, ACER and ENTSOG are now opening a public 

consultation to continue the collection of more detailed inputs from stakeholders; particularly in 

relation to: 

 

- how to optimise capacity allocation and 
- how to assess and prioritise the proposals presented in the workshop, as well as their 

urgency.  
 

Special attention is paid to the current and fast evolving conditions in the EU gas markets and 

how a change in capacity allocation would benefit the markets.  
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Stakeholders are welcome to share their views by 4 August 2022 by accessing our survey at this 

link. 

 

The inputs gathered during the workshop and the public consultation will be key for ACER and 

ENTSOG to prepare a solution note, closing the FUNC case.  

 

Should you require any further information, please contact Communications Manager, Carmel 

Carey at ENTSOG.Communications@entsog.eu.  

 

 

 

Editorial notes 

> The European Network of Transmission System Operators for Gas (ENTSOG) was founded in line with 
Regulation (EC) 715/2009 and has played a key role in facilitating integration of the European gas 
markets, ensuring technical interoperability and providing security of supply by gas infrastructure 
planning. Looking forward, ENTSOG is contributing to the net-zero decarbonisation by 2050, in 
particular, by the integration of renewable and low carbon gases via future-proof gas transmission 
pipelines, in line with the EU energy and climate goals. More information on ENTSOG can be found on 

our website – www.entsog.eu or contact info@entsog.eu. 
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